
9 Who Are the  
Pilots of the Sea?

Seymour Narrows Worksheet
The image below shows a nautical chart of Seymour Narrows with surrounding bays. This is a waterway near Vancouver Island, 
B.C., and is considered to be one of the most challenging areas to travel by ship. Charts like this are used by maritime pilots to pre-
plan their routes and avoid hazards.

Using the Legend and the three close-up images of this nautical chart, your task is to interpret the information provided and 
complete the following:

1.	 Identify (highlight) two overhead cables. 

2.	 How deep is the highest point of Ripple Rock? 
			     metres 

3.	 When the tide goes up, water moves towards the shore. We call this 
a flood stream. And when the tide goes down, the water moves 
away from the shore. That’s what we call an ebb stream. 
 
What is the fastest flood stream speed in Seymour narrows? 		
			     knots 

4.	 A rip tide is a strong and fast flow of water that can pull you away 
from the shore. If you get caught in one, you may lose control of 
your ship. Highlight the area with the most risk of rip tides. 

5.	 Find Defender Shoal. What is the maximum drying height of this 
area? 		               metres 

6.	 The seabed in Deepwater Bay is mainly composed of what two 
materials? 
		     	               and  

7.	 Find the radio reporting point. What is the radio channel number 
that pilots can use to communicate?  

8.	 Is there an anchorage point in Plumper Bay?  Yes / No  

9.	 If you were passing by Maud Island, what colour of lights would 
you see on shore? 
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