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Introduction
BC Ferries is a ferry operator that connects communities, transports goods, and 
facilitates travel along the British Columbia coast. In this activity, students will 
explore the importance of domestic marine travel to a community’s connectivity, 
tourism, and overall development.

Warm up
Start by briefly introducing BC Ferries and its role in connecting communities along 
the British Columbia coast. Ask students if they have ever been on a ferry or are 
familiar with their services. 

How do ferries play a vital role in transportation, tourism, and development? 

As boats or ships that carry people, vehicles, and goods across water bodies, ferries 
connect communities, making travel easier and providing an alternative mode of 
transportation in areas with limited road infrastructure. They support trade and 
commerce by transporting goods between regions and offer a scenic and enjoyable travel 
experience for tourists, contributing to the growth of tourism in coastal areas. Moreover, 
ferries act as gateways for tourists to access vacation spots, and their presence stimulates 
the development of tourism-related businesses, boosting local economies. Additionally, 
ferries can attract businesses to set up operations in coastal communities, creating jobs 
and enhancing overall development in these regions.

Student Activity
Begin the activity by telling students they are going to explore some BC coastal 
communities and learn about the importance of domestic marine travel to their 
connectivity, tourism, and overall development.

Divide students into small groups, provide them with a Connectivity Worksheet, 
and assign each of them ONE of following BC communities, about which they will 
be researching:

Explain that, using the Connectivity Worksheet as a guide, students will consult the 
provided websites to research their assigned community and find information 
about its people, culture, industry, and connectivity.

Wrap up
Allocate time for students to share their findings with the class. Encourage them to 
discuss the different population sizes, Indigenous histories, tourist attractions, and 
industries, identifying any commonalities, differences, or connections among the 
communities they studied.

Materials
•	 Connectivity Worksheet (included)
•	 Electronic devices with internet 

access
•	 Websites for student research:

	» List of ferry terminals in British 
Columbia

	» Information on communities 
serviced by ferries (tip: search  
for community names via the 
search bar) 

Extensions
•	 Students can create a presentation 

using posters or multimedia tools 
to showcase the highlights of their 
chosen community. They can include 
photos, interesting facts, and key 
information about history, cultural 
heritage, and tourist attractions. 
They should also discuss how ferry 
services provided by BC Ferries 
contribute to the community’s 
connectivity, tourism, and overall 
development.

•	 Students can create a collaborative 
map or digital presentation that 
combines all their individual posters 
or presentations. This can help 
visualize the diversity of coastal 
communities in BC and provide a 
comprehensive overview of the 
region. 

•	 Bella Coola
•	 Campbell River
•	 Haida Gwaii
•	 Nanaimo
•	 Port Hardy
•	 Powell River
•	 Cortes Island

•	 Prince Rupert	Skidegate
•	 Vancouver
•	 Victoria
•	 Ocean Falls
•	 Gibsons
•	 Salt Spring Island
•	 Courtney/Comox

https://www.bcferries.com/travel-boarding/terminal-directions-parking-food
https://www.bcferries.com/travel-boarding/terminal-directions-parking-food
https://britishcolumbia.com/plan-your-trip/regions-and-towns/
https://britishcolumbia.com/plan-your-trip/regions-and-towns/

