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Historical Timeline Activity Cards

Early Exploration and Indigenous Use (Pre-1600s):

•	 Focus on the historical use of waterways by Indigenous peoples for trade and transportation.
•	 Highlight the importance of the St. Lawrence River as a significant route for Indigenous communities.
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Construction of the First Welland Canal (1824-1830):

•	 Explore the construction of the first Welland Canal, connecting Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.
•	 Discuss the engineering challenges and the impact of this canal on trade and transportation.
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Expansion of the St. Lawrence Seaway (1954-1959):

•	 Examine the period when the St. Lawrence Seaway was constructed, connecting the Great Lakes to the 
Atlantic Ocean.

•	 Discuss the international cooperation, economic benefits, and environmental considerations involved.
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Modernization and Upgrades (1980s-Present):

•	 Focus on the modernization efforts and upgrades made to the canal systems and locks in Canada.
•	 Highlight technological advancements, improved efficiency, and the ongoing importance of these 

transportation routes.
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Sustainable Practices and Environmental Considerations (1990s-Present):

•	 Explore the shift towards sustainable practices and environmental considerations in the operation of 
canal systems.

•	 Discuss modernisation initiatives such as the latest lock, vessel and monitoring system technologies.


