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Materials

•	 Historical Timeline Activity Cards 
(included)

•	 Electronic devices with internet 
access

•	 Websites for student research:
	» CSL History and impact on 

Canadian shipping
	» Great Lakes-St.Lawrence Seaway 

System: The seaway story
	» Great Lakes-St.Lawrence Seaway 

System: 300 Years History
	» Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway 

System: Videos
•	 Optional: presentation materials 

(poster boards, markers, printed 
images, etc.)

•	 Optional: presentation software  
(e.g., Powerpoint, Presi, Canva, etc.)

Extensions
•	 If your activity involved the creation 

of physical timeline displays with 
visuals, set up a gallery walk for 
students or put the resulting 
timelines on display for the school 
community to enjoy.

•	 Students can research a specific 
historical event related to the St. 
Lawrence Seaway, canal systems, or 
locks, and write a newspaper article 
as if they were reporting on it during 
that time period. Example events:

	» Opening of the First Welland Canal 
(1829)

	» Official Opening of the St. 
Lawrence Seaway (1959)

	» Lock Operations during World War 
II (1939-1945)

	» Construction of the Beauharnois 
Canal (1930-1959)

Introduction
Canada Steamship Lines is a Montreal-based ship operator that specializes in 
self-unloading and gearless bulker vessels, which travel across the Great Lakes, St. 
Lawrence, and Atlantic Canada. In this activity, students will learn more about the 
history of marine transportation in Canada and its role in Canada’s past, present, 
and future development. 

Warm up
Begin by showing students a map of Canada and point out the extensive coastline 
and the presence of many rivers and lakes.

Ask students how they think marine transportation, including the St. Lawrence 
Seaway, canal systems, locks, and other waterways, played a role in Canada’s 
development. Encourage them to share any historical events or advancements they 
may be familiar with.

Student Activity
Divide students into small groups and assign each a specific period in the history of 
marine transportation in Canada (using the Historical Timeline Activity Cards).

Instruct students to research online their assigned period using the provided 
prompts on their activity card as a guideline. They can use electronic devices to find 
information on the websites provided.

Using presentation software or optional materials, task each group with creating 
one slide or visual highlighting the key events, challenges, and advancements 
during their assigned period.

Encourage students to be concise and use bullet points or brief descriptions to 
showcase the most important information within the time available.

Encourage students to consider the impact of each period on Canada’s 
development and the significance of the chosen events.

Wrap up
Gather the students back together as a whole class after they have completed their 
timeline projects.

Have each group briefly present their timeline to the class, sharing the key events, 
challenges, and advancements they researched.

Conclude the activity by summarizing the importance of marine transportation in 
Canada’s history and encouraging students to continue exploring the impact of 
waterways on the country’s development. 
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