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10 Who Keeps Our 
Shipping Lanes Clear?

Icebreaking scenarios card

Scenario 1 - Holy hovercrafts! 

Every spring, ice on this river melts, sending water rushing downstream just like during large rainfalls. If the 
mouth of the river gets jammed with ice, the surrounding towns and farmland could get flooded. Hovercrafts 
make sure this doesn’t happen by keeping the water flowing. Hovercrafts can even manoeuvre in this shallow 
water to break up the ice attached to the shore. 

Scenario 2 - Ha! Ha! Bay is no joke!

This river leads to Ha! Ha! Bay where ships transit to transport critical aluminium products manufactured in 
a shoreline facility that employs hundreds of people who live in the area. To ensure these products travel 
safely and efficiently from the facility to other destinations in Canada all year round, the Coast Guard deploys 
medium or heavy icebreakers to forge a path in the ice just like the snowplows clear snow on highways to 
allow delivery trucks to circulate. 

Scenario 3 - An icebreaking giant

The largest icebreaker in Canada will venture in the difficult ice in the name of science. Research crews collect 
samples and data from the water and ice found here to better understand the impacts of climate change on 
oceans and ecosystems. The ice here can get up to 2 metres thick!

Scenario 4 – Remote, yet connected

Many communities and towns in Northern Quebec, Manitoba and Nunavut are isolated from any road and 
receive their daily life items directly by sea. The same is true for mining sites where minerals like iron, nickel and 
more are transported out by sea. This strait is the main access to most of these locations, including Kuujjuaq, 
Puvirnituq, Churchill, Rankin Inlet, and Baker Lake to name a few. Therefore, icebreakers ensure that all vessels 
navigate safely in this vast territory.

Scenario 5 – So what is going on in the Soo?

In this region, Lake Huron connects to Lake Superior via locks in St-Mary’s River. The Canadian Coast Guard 
works in partnership with USCG to maintain channels where vessels transit. Importantly when the locks close for 
the winter and reopen in spring, icebreakers trim the ice along docks to keep the ice flow down river.
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