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Materials
•	 Safety Inspection Worksheet 

(included)
•	 Electronic devices with  

internet access

Introduction
Transport Canada plays a crucial role in ensuring the safety of vessels and seafarers 
through certifications and inspections. In this activity, students will step into the 
shoes of a Transport Canada Marine Safety inspector and progress through a 
vessel inspection. They will encounter various safety issues and common concerns 
that require careful assessment and decision-making to ensure the safety and 
compliance of the vessel.

Warm up
Explain to students that before they take on the role of a Transport Canada Marine 
Safety inspector, they will need to understand what to look out for during an 
inspection, and why this work is important. To do so, share this video about marine 
safety with the group.

Explain that marine transportation must be always done safely. Marine transportation 
plays a significant role in the Canadian economy. It is also an important part of 
recreation, such as whale watching, and includes fishing activities, which is a food 
source for many Canadians. Marine incidents, cargo damage, theft, and liability 
concerns are the safety risks of moving cargo and using pleasurecraft. Therefore, 
adhering to best practices that enhance safety and lower risks for everyone involved is 
vital. We will look at some of the safest methods for freight shipment in this article.

Next, discuss some of the different types of inspections frequently performed by 
Transport Canada Marine Safety staff. For example, they inspect:

•	 Foreign commercial vessels, such as cargo ships and cruise ships, coming to 
Canadian waters to ensure they are complying with air and water pollution 
regulations, equipment and hull maintenance requirements, as well as proper 
compliance with safety protocols 

•	 Ballast water management practices to prevent invasive species from  
entering Canadian waters, which might have serious economic and 
environmental impacts

•	 The cargo of vessels loaded for export to other countries to ensure it is  
securely fastened and balanced

•	 Foreign vessels coming to Canada to ensure no illegal products are crossing  
the Canadian border

•	 Pleasure craft for compliance with water safety standards and that they are 
being properly maintained 

•	 The life-saving and firefighting equipment being used on small and large fishing 
vessels to ensure everyone on board can participate in fisheries safely 

Student Activity
DDivide students into small groups and provide each of them with a Safety 
Inspection Worksheet. Instruct students to watch this 360° video of a Canadian 
lobster fishing vessel on their electronic devices, and use their observational skills 
and safety knowledge to complete the inspection checklist for this vessel, as well as 
the discussion questions, on their worksheet.

To complete the checklist and discussion questions, encourage students to draw on 
their prior knowledge of safety at home, at school and in the workplace, and to use 
their personal devices if additional research is required. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gVDp_4RUEg&ab_channel=TransportCanada
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cccWZsE9DFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cccWZsE9DFk
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Wrap up
Once groups have had a chance to complete their safety inspections, conduct a 
whole-class discussion to review their responses. Provide feedback, and emphasize 
the importance of safety in the marine sector.

Share with students that after a vessel passes an inspection, Transport Canada 
Marine Safety issues a safety inspection certificate, which is needed to legally 
operate a vessel in Canadian waters. If the vessel fails the inspection because 
there are too many safety concerns, the vessel is issued a deficiency notice (and 
sometimes a fine) and has to correct these items.




