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Grain (wheat)

Source location(s): Farms in Manitoba and Saskatchewan 

Stops along the way: Port of Thunder Bay, St. Lawrence Seaway, Port of Quebec

Destination(s): Wheat farmed in Canada is sent to international ports including 
Italy, the United Kingdom, the Middle East and North Africa, South America, 
Caribbean

Used for making:
•	 Bread
•	 Cereal
•	 Pasta
•	 Flour
•	 Snack bars
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Iron ore

Source location(s): Iron mines in Quebec 

Stops along the way: Port Cartier, St. Lawrence River, St. Lawrence Seaway, 
Lake Ontario, Port of Hamilton

Destination(s): Steel manufactured in Hamilton is sent to Canadian and 
American manufacturers  

Used for making:
•	 Steel pipes and beams
•	 Automobiles
•	 Office furniture 
•	 Kitchen utensils and appliances 

•	 Nails and screws
•	 Industrial packaging 
•	 Roofing
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Road salt

Source location(s): Salt mines in Goderich and Windsor, Ont.  

Stops along the way: Port of Goderich and Cleveland

Destination(s): Ontario, Quebec, Maritimes, United States 
around the Great Lakes 

Used for:
•	 Deicing highways and 

roads, parking lots, 
sidewalks
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Grain (corn)

Source location(s): Southern Ontario corn farms

Stops along the way: Loaded in Hamilton ports, Sarnia

Destination(s): Around the U.S.

Used for making:
•	 Livestock feed
•	 Human food, such as corn flour, 

cornmeal, hominy, grits, sweet 
corn, and corn syrup

•	 Biofuel, such as ethanol
•	 Raw material in industry, such as 

starch, oil, glue, and corn cobs

•	 Medication and vitamins, such  
as penicillin and vitamin C

•	 Household items, such as 
crayons, yogurt, and cornsilk
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Cement*

Production plants: Port Daniel Gascons, Bowmanville; Bath; Mississauga, Joliette, 
Trois Rivières

Stops along the way: Corner Brook, N.L.; Argentia, N.L.; Long Pond; N.L.
*Cement is produced at the production plant. Cement is then transported to terminals, 
and from there moved to a ready-mix plant for the production of ready-mix concrete

Destination(s): Hamilton, ON LaFarge plant

Used for building:
•	 Bridges
•	 Buildings
•	 Homes

•	 Sidewalks
•	 Roads

*Note: cement is transported as a liquid by tankers
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Coal

Source location(s): Western Canada (B.C.), various mining locations in the U.S.

Stops along the way: Thunder Bay, Toledo, Sandusky, Buffalo

Destination(s): Hamilton, Trois-Rivières, Sydney, Detroit, Bowmanville,  
Clarkson Mississauga

Used as:
•	 Fuel to generate electric power
•	 A heat source and as part of the 

chemical transformation that 
converts iron ore into iron and steel




