From Here to There, and
Everywhere in Between

Materials
e Bulk Good Fact Cards (included)

 Bulk Goods Transportation Routes
Worksheet (included)

Extensions

« Students examine a specific product
they use daily, such as clothing,
electronics, or personal care items.
They can research the materials used
in this product, identify their sources
and transportation routes, and
present their findings to the class.
Students write a short paragraph
explaining why a good location for a
port is important and identify some
characteristics that make a location
suitable for port development.
Students ilmagine they are a captain
or mate on an Algoma Central
Corporation ship and write a journal
entry describing a day at sea and
the challenges they face while
transporting goods.
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Introduction

Algoma Central Corporation is a Canadian ship operator that plays a vital role in
transporting essential bulk products across the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River

and Atlantic Canada. Their modern ships, equipped with advanced navigation
technology and environmental features, carry goods like wheat, iron ore, road
salt, cement, corn, and coal. In this lesson, we will explore the fascinating world of
maritime transportation and its connection to our daily lives.

Warm up

Start by engaging students in a brief discussion about transportation and its
importance in our daily lives. You can ask questions like:
» How do you think the items you use every day, like food or kitchen utensils,
reach the stores or markets?
» What transportation types do you know of that help move goods from one place
to another?

Introduce the activity by sharing some background information about Algoma
Central Corporation and its role in transporting essential bulk products across the
Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River and Atlantic Canada. Mention some of the bulk
materials (goods in large quantities) they transport, like wheat, corn, iron ore, road
salt, cement, and coal.

Explain that students will be using simple cartography to explore the journey of one
of these bulk materials through the Great Lakes-St.Lawrence waterways.

Student Activity

Divide students into small groups and distribute copies of the Bulk Goods
Transportation Routes Worksheet, calling students’ attention to the transportation
routes map provided, or displaying it for the class to see. Ask them to carefully
observe the arrows on the map that represent the flow of goods. Explain that each
arrow indicates the movement of a specific type of bulk material.

Begin a class discussion by asking students questions about what they see on
the map:
« Can you identify any patterns or trends in the directions of the arrows?
 Are there any areas where the arrows seem to be coming from or going to more
frequently?
« Can you make any educated guesses about where these goods might be
produced or where they might be sold?

Next, provide each student group with a different Bulk Good Fact Card. Have
students analyze the information on their cards and imagine the possible journey
(on land and offshore) their product takes from its source location(s) to its
destination(s). Have them consider things like road networks, port locations and
major metropolitan areas that could influence the route.

When they have finished this task, have them discuss how the product they were
assigned is used in their daily life by answering the question prompts on the Bulk
Goods Transportation Routes Worksheet. Provide examples as needed.
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Wrap up

Bring the students back together as a whole class and have each group share

their findings, asking students to reflect on how the product they traced is used
in their daily life.

Conclude by discussing how maritime transportation connects us to a broader global
network and highlight the importance of safe and timely navigation in ensuring the
supply of essential goods.
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