Instructions

Use the following information to understand the differences between the five different types of protected areas

that are labelled on the map.

Marine Protected Area

A Marine Protected Area (MPA) is a part of the ocean that is legally protected

and managed in order to achieve the long-term conservation of nature. These

are areas established under Canada’s Oceans Act for the conservation of marine
species, habitats, and ecosystems. MPAs provide many benefits for Canadians,
from environmental to social and cultural contributions. There are 14 MPAs located
on the map.

*Definition by Fisheries and Oceans Canada

National Marine Conservation Area

National Marine Conservation Areas (NMCAs) are established and managed to
protect and conserve representative marine ecosystems and key features, while
ensuring the ecologically sustainable use of marine resources. The purpose of
NMCAs is to achieve ecological sustainability in these areas, create enjoyable
experiences for visitors, promote awareness and understanding among Canadians,
and provide benefits for Indigenous Peoples and coastal communities. These areas
are established in a manner set out in Parks Canada’s National Marine Conservation
Areas Policy and guided by the national system plan, Sea to Sea to Sea. There are
five NMCAs located on the map.

*Definition by Parks Canada




Other effective area-based conservation measure

Other effective area-based conservation measure (OECM) is a conservation
designation agreed upon by various parties at the 2018 international Convention
on Biological Diversity. An OECM is a geographically defined area other than a
protected area, which is governed and managed in ways that achieve positive
and sustained long-term outcomes for the in situ conservation of biodiversity,
with associated ecosystem functions and services and where applicable, cultural,
spiritual, socio—economic, and other locally relevant values.

*Definition by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Marine National Wildlife Area

Currently, there is only one marine National Wildlife Area (NWA) in Canada. The Scott
Islands marine National Wildlife Area is the first protected marine area established
under the Canada Wildlife Act. This marine NWA was established on June 27, 2018.

It conserves a vital marine area for millions of seabirds on the Pacific coast.

*Definition by Environment and Climate Change Canada

Other marine or freshwater protected area

There is no federal or legislative definition for this category. In Canada and its
coastal regions, there are several federal, provincial/territorial, and even privately
protected areas with a focus on protecting marine biodiversity, habitats, and
migratory bird nesting areas.




