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See an infographic comparing the protected area of the 

provinces and territories at cangeo.ca/jf17/protected. 

NUNAVUT  |  21.4%
Covers 11.7% of territory

QUEBEC  |  14.3%
Covers 10.6% of province

BRITISH COLUMBIA  |  13.9%
Covers 16.8% of province

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES  |  11.1%
Covers 9.5% of territory

ONTARIO  |  10.5%
Covers 11.2% of province

ALBERTA  |  8.4%
Covers 14.5% of province

MANITOBA  |  6.3%
Covers 11.2% of province

SASKATCHEWAN  |  5.5%
Covers 9.7% of province

YUKON  |  5%
Covers 11.9% of territory

NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR  |  2.6%
Covers 7.3% of province

NOVA SCOTIA  |  0.8%
Covers 16.4% of province

NEW BRUNSWICK  |  0.3%
Covers 4.7% of province

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND  |  0.01%
Covers 3.3% of province

Share of Canada’s protected area

W

To preserve and protect
All of Canada’s protected areas  
on one map

BY NICK WALKER

*Statistic includes marine protected areas and marine 
portions of terrestrial protected areas.
**Protected areas smaller than roughly 0.5 square 
kilometres are not visible at this scale.
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When Prime Minister John A. Macdonald insisted in 
1885 that the newly discovered Banff hot springs be 
kept out of private speculators’ hands so the 
government could “frame such regulations as will 
make the springs a respectable resort,” his reasons 
for establishing Canada’s first protected area were 
purely commercial. Nevertheless, the stage was set 
for the addition of numerous nature reserves left 
“unimpaired for future generations,” as the 1930 
National Parks Act put it, and ecological integrity 
became the cardinal rule a few decades later.

As of January 2017, Canada’s total network of more 
than 7,500 protected areas covers the equivalent of 
11.5 per cent* of the nation’s landmass — an area the 
size of Spain and France combined — with more 
added every year.

Outlined on this map,** these areas fall into six 
main categories between I (strict nature reserves) 
and VI (protected areas with sustainable use of 
natural resources), as defined by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. More than 95 per 
cent of these national and provincial parks, wildlife 
areas, migratory bird sanctuaries, forest conservation 
reserves, marine reserves, privately owned natural 
areas and other land designations fall in categories 
I to IV, meaning no harvesting, mining or 
development is permitted.

Of Canada’s provinces and territories, Nunavut (the 
largest by around half a million square kilometres) has 
the lion’s share of the country’s protected areas (21.4 
per cent, covering 11.7 per cent of the territory), many 
of them spacious reserves such as the Queen Maud 
Gulf Migratory Bird Sanctuary and Quttinirpaaq 
National Park. Like Western Canada’s and Labrador’s 
mountain landscapes, intact Arctic wildernesses are 
well suited to conservation, while other regions, such 
as New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, are 
smaller, more widely developed and heavily agricultural, 
resulting in a low ratio of protected land area.

Starting in the 1990s but especially as a key 
component of the Liberal government’s platform 

since 2015, marine conservation is now in the 
spotlight. Given that Canada’s current marine 
protection — including the ocean and Great Lakes 
portions of coastal terrestrial parks — adds up to 
65,000 square kilometres (1.3 per cent of the nation’s 
marine area), the addition this year of potentially more 
than 100,000 square kilometres in the Arctic Ocean’s 
Lancaster Sound (see page 57) will go a long way in 
helping the feds reach their target of five per cent before 
the end of this year and 10 per cent by 2020. 

PROTECTED TERRESTRIAL

PROTECTED MARINE

               EXPLORING CARTOGRAPHY
on the map

Lesson overview
To celebrate Canada’s 150th Birthday, have students research something truly unique to Canada. This can be anything from 
Canada’s unique landforms to the animals that call them home. Canada’s protected areas cover 11.5 per cent of our nation’s 
landmass from coast to coast to coast. This activity will involve students researching one of more than 7,500 protected areas in 
Canada. Students will research using the January/February issue of Canadian Geographic, Parks Canada (pc.gc.ca), as well as local 
websites to discover what makes each protected area unique to Canada’s Geography. 

Materials:

•	 Worksheet (attached to this outline)

•	 Pens/pencils

•	 Computers

•	 Research

•	 Different types of maps (topographic, road, thematic, etc.)

•	 Article “On the Map: To Preserve and Protect”  in the January/February 2017 issue of Canadian Geographic

Links to Canadian Standards for Geography:

Grades 6-8

Geographic Skill 1: Asking Geographic Questions
 1. Identify Geographic issues, define geographic problems, and pose geographic questions
 2. Plan how to answer geographic questions.

Geographic Skill 2: Acquiring Geographic Information
 1. Use a variety of research skills to locate and collect geographic data
 2. Use maps to compile geographic information.

Geographic Skill 3: Organizing Geographic Information
 1. Prepare various forms of diagrams to organize and display geographic information
 2. Integrate various types of information to organize geographic information.

Geographic Skill 4: Analyzing Geographic Information
 1. Interpret information obtained from maps, graphs, charts, tables, aerial photographs, documents, interviews, and  
     pictures.
 2. Use statistics and other quantitative techniques to evaluate geographic information.

Geographic Skill 5: Answering Geographic Questions
 1. Develop and present combinations of geographic information to answer geographic questions.
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When Prime Minister John A. Macdonald insisted in 
1885 that the newly discovered Banff hot springs be 
kept out of private speculators’ hands so the 
government could “frame such regulations as will 
make the springs a respectable resort,” his reasons 
for establishing Canada’s first protected area were 
purely commercial. Nevertheless, the stage was set 
for the addition of numerous nature reserves left 
“unimpaired for future generations,” as the 1930 
National Parks Act put it, and ecological integrity 
became the cardinal rule a few decades later.

As of January 2017, Canada’s total network of more 
than 7,500 protected areas covers the equivalent of 
11.5 per cent* of the nation’s landmass — an area the 
size of Spain and France combined — with more 
added every year.

Outlined on this map,** these areas fall into six 
main categories between I (strict nature reserves) 
and VI (protected areas with sustainable use of 
natural resources), as defined by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. More than 95 per 
cent of these national and provincial parks, wildlife 
areas, migratory bird sanctuaries, forest conservation 
reserves, marine reserves, privately owned natural 
areas and other land designations fall in categories 
I to IV, meaning no harvesting, mining or 
development is permitted.

Of Canada’s provinces and territories, Nunavut (the 
largest by around half a million square kilometres) has 
the lion’s share of the country’s protected areas (21.4 
per cent, covering 11.7 per cent of the territory), many 
of them spacious reserves such as the Queen Maud 
Gulf Migratory Bird Sanctuary and Quttinirpaaq 
National Park. Like Western Canada’s and Labrador’s 
mountain landscapes, intact Arctic wildernesses are 
well suited to conservation, while other regions, such 
as New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, are 
smaller, more widely developed and heavily agricultural, 
resulting in a low ratio of protected land area.

Starting in the 1990s but especially as a key 
component of the Liberal government’s platform 

since 2015, marine conservation is now in the 
spotlight. Given that Canada’s current marine 
protection — including the ocean and Great Lakes 
portions of coastal terrestrial parks — adds up to 
65,000 square kilometres (1.3 per cent of the nation’s 
marine area), the addition this year of potentially more 
than 100,000 square kilometres in the Arctic Ocean’s 
Lancaster Sound (see page 57) will go a long way in 
helping the feds reach their target of five per cent before 
the end of this year and 10 per cent by 2020. 

PROTECTED TERRESTRIAL

PROTECTED MARINE

               EXPLORING CARTOGRAPHY
on the map

Lesson Activity for grades 6 to 8:
•	 Introduce Canada’s 150 by celebrating Canada Parks.

•	 Read the “On the Map: To preserve and Protect” article in Canadian Geographic.

•	 Discuss some reasons for the chosen location of protected areas, such as national and provincial parks. (Guiding 
question: Why do they tend to be remote?) 

•	 Select a protected area (national and provincial parks, wildlife areas, migratory bird sanctuaries, forest conservation 
reserves, marine reserves, privately owned natural areas, etc.) near your hometown and investigate all the wonderful 
geographic features (physical, human, economic, cultural, and environmental) that this area has to offer.

•	 Have the students research one of the over 7,500 protected areas that Canada has to offer. You can do this two 
different ways.

 
1.  Use the worksheet provided for the students to research a protected area of their choice.

Answer the questions provided using maps, photographs, the Parks Canada website (pc.gc.ca), and Canadian Geographic 
Education Resources (http://www.cangeoeducation.ca/resources/).

Display the sheets around your school (i.e. a showcase cabinet or a corkboard) to promote Canada’s 150th Birthday.

 2.  Use the questions as a guideline for students to research their protected area of choice and create their own display        
to put up in the school. 

Research using maps, photographs, the Parks Canada website (pc.gc.ca), and Canadian Geographic Resources (http://
www.cangeoeducation.ca/resources/).

Create a large display about the variety of protected areas that Canada has to offer.

If possible, conclude this assignment with a trip outdoors to a nearby national or provincial park. If not possible, try a park in 
general. Discuss with the students all the physical, human, economic, cultural, and environmental factors linked to geography 
that a park has to offer. Get outdoors and celebrate Canada’s 150th Birthday in nearby nature and Canadian protected areas.
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When Prime Minister John A. Macdonald insisted in 
1885 that the newly discovered Banff hot springs be 
kept out of private speculators’ hands so the 
government could “frame such regulations as will 
make the springs a respectable resort,” his reasons 
for establishing Canada’s first protected area were 
purely commercial. Nevertheless, the stage was set 
for the addition of numerous nature reserves left 
“unimpaired for future generations,” as the 1930 
National Parks Act put it, and ecological integrity 
became the cardinal rule a few decades later.

As of January 2017, Canada’s total network of more 
than 7,500 protected areas covers the equivalent of 
11.5 per cent* of the nation’s landmass — an area the 
size of Spain and France combined — with more 
added every year.

Outlined on this map,** these areas fall into six 
main categories between I (strict nature reserves) 
and VI (protected areas with sustainable use of 
natural resources), as defined by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. More than 95 per 
cent of these national and provincial parks, wildlife 
areas, migratory bird sanctuaries, forest conservation 
reserves, marine reserves, privately owned natural 
areas and other land designations fall in categories 
I to IV, meaning no harvesting, mining or 
development is permitted.

Of Canada’s provinces and territories, Nunavut (the 
largest by around half a million square kilometres) has 
the lion’s share of the country’s protected areas (21.4 
per cent, covering 11.7 per cent of the territory), many 
of them spacious reserves such as the Queen Maud 
Gulf Migratory Bird Sanctuary and Quttinirpaaq 
National Park. Like Western Canada’s and Labrador’s 
mountain landscapes, intact Arctic wildernesses are 
well suited to conservation, while other regions, such 
as New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, are 
smaller, more widely developed and heavily agricultural, 
resulting in a low ratio of protected land area.

Starting in the 1990s but especially as a key 
component of the Liberal government’s platform 

since 2015, marine conservation is now in the 
spotlight. Given that Canada’s current marine 
protection — including the ocean and Great Lakes 
portions of coastal terrestrial parks — adds up to 
65,000 square kilometres (1.3 per cent of the nation’s 
marine area), the addition this year of potentially more 
than 100,000 square kilometres in the Arctic Ocean’s 
Lancaster Sound (see page 57) will go a long way in 
helping the feds reach their target of five per cent before 
the end of this year and 10 per cent by 2020. 

PROTECTED TERRESTRIAL

PROTECTED MARINE

               EXPLORING CARTOGRAPHY
on the map

Sketch the location of the protected area within 

the province or territory and/or Canada

Location of the area (longitude and latitude)

Land/Marine area it covers

Insert picture or sketch the landscape

Location based on nearest city

Area in percentage of province
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When Prime Minister John A. Macdonald insisted in 
1885 that the newly discovered Banff hot springs be 
kept out of private speculators’ hands so the 
government could “frame such regulations as will 
make the springs a respectable resort,” his reasons 
for establishing Canada’s first protected area were 
purely commercial. Nevertheless, the stage was set 
for the addition of numerous nature reserves left 
“unimpaired for future generations,” as the 1930 
National Parks Act put it, and ecological integrity 
became the cardinal rule a few decades later.

As of January 2017, Canada’s total network of more 
than 7,500 protected areas covers the equivalent of 
11.5 per cent* of the nation’s landmass — an area the 
size of Spain and France combined — with more 
added every year.

Outlined on this map,** these areas fall into six 
main categories between I (strict nature reserves) 
and VI (protected areas with sustainable use of 
natural resources), as defined by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. More than 95 per 
cent of these national and provincial parks, wildlife 
areas, migratory bird sanctuaries, forest conservation 
reserves, marine reserves, privately owned natural 
areas and other land designations fall in categories 
I to IV, meaning no harvesting, mining or 
development is permitted.

Of Canada’s provinces and territories, Nunavut (the 
largest by around half a million square kilometres) has 
the lion’s share of the country’s protected areas (21.4 
per cent, covering 11.7 per cent of the territory), many 
of them spacious reserves such as the Queen Maud 
Gulf Migratory Bird Sanctuary and Quttinirpaaq 
National Park. Like Western Canada’s and Labrador’s 
mountain landscapes, intact Arctic wildernesses are 
well suited to conservation, while other regions, such 
as New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, are 
smaller, more widely developed and heavily agricultural, 
resulting in a low ratio of protected land area.

Starting in the 1990s but especially as a key 
component of the Liberal government’s platform 

since 2015, marine conservation is now in the 
spotlight. Given that Canada’s current marine 
protection — including the ocean and Great Lakes 
portions of coastal terrestrial parks — adds up to 
65,000 square kilometres (1.3 per cent of the nation’s 
marine area), the addition this year of potentially more 
than 100,000 square kilometres in the Arctic Ocean’s 
Lancaster Sound (see page 57) will go a long way in 
helping the feds reach their target of five per cent before 
the end of this year and 10 per cent by 2020. 

PROTECTED TERRESTRIAL

PROTECTED MARINE

               EXPLORING CARTOGRAPHY
on the map

Birds

Why is the area protected?

What are some physical characteristics 

of the area?

Ecozone

What makes the protected area unique?

What are some economic benefits to the 

area that could be exploited?

Vegetation Animals
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When Prime Minister John A. Macdonald insisted in 
1885 that the newly discovered Banff hot springs be 
kept out of private speculators’ hands so the 
government could “frame such regulations as will 
make the springs a respectable resort,” his reasons 
for establishing Canada’s first protected area were 
purely commercial. Nevertheless, the stage was set 
for the addition of numerous nature reserves left 
“unimpaired for future generations,” as the 1930 
National Parks Act put it, and ecological integrity 
became the cardinal rule a few decades later.

As of January 2017, Canada’s total network of more 
than 7,500 protected areas covers the equivalent of 
11.5 per cent* of the nation’s landmass — an area the 
size of Spain and France combined — with more 
added every year.

Outlined on this map,** these areas fall into six 
main categories between I (strict nature reserves) 
and VI (protected areas with sustainable use of 
natural resources), as defined by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature. More than 95 per 
cent of these national and provincial parks, wildlife 
areas, migratory bird sanctuaries, forest conservation 
reserves, marine reserves, privately owned natural 
areas and other land designations fall in categories 
I to IV, meaning no harvesting, mining or 
development is permitted.

Of Canada’s provinces and territories, Nunavut (the 
largest by around half a million square kilometres) has 
the lion’s share of the country’s protected areas (21.4 
per cent, covering 11.7 per cent of the territory), many 
of them spacious reserves such as the Queen Maud 
Gulf Migratory Bird Sanctuary and Quttinirpaaq 
National Park. Like Western Canada’s and Labrador’s 
mountain landscapes, intact Arctic wildernesses are 
well suited to conservation, while other regions, such 
as New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, are 
smaller, more widely developed and heavily agricultural, 
resulting in a low ratio of protected land area.

Starting in the 1990s but especially as a key 
component of the Liberal government’s platform 

since 2015, marine conservation is now in the 
spotlight. Given that Canada’s current marine 
protection — including the ocean and Great Lakes 
portions of coastal terrestrial parks — adds up to 
65,000 square kilometres (1.3 per cent of the nation’s 
marine area), the addition this year of potentially more 
than 100,000 square kilometres in the Arctic Ocean’s 
Lancaster Sound (see page 57) will go a long way in 
helping the feds reach their target of five per cent before 
the end of this year and 10 per cent by 2020. 

PROTECTED TERRESTRIAL

PROTECTED MARINE

               EXPLORING CARTOGRAPHY
on the map

What is the population density of the area?

Is there any possible impact to the physical 

environment due to human behaviour? 

If so, what is the impact?

Describe any patterns in human settlements

 in the area.

Are there any major river systems that run  

through the protected area?

Are there different cultures represented in 

the area? How do you know?

Does culture play influence to the area?


