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Learning Goal:
In this activity students will investigate the relationship between conservation and exploration and consider environments they 
would like to help protect.

Materials:  
• Sticky note paper

• Canadian Geographic magazine article – Discovery Interview – Prince Albert II

• Recording sheet – The Benefits of Exploration

• Documents that show examples of  environmental threats to oceans (not provided)

• Google Earth (earth.google.com)

Lesson:
1. Define “conservation.”

Ask students how they define “conservation,” and have them write all their ideas down on sticky notes. Students will then 
share their ideas with the whole group.

2. Brainstorm ideas about environmental threats to the ocean.

Use a gallery-walk approach with students to generate ideas about conservation. Divide students into groups of three to five 
at each table, and have them rotate between tables. At each table, place documents that show examples of  environmental 
threats to the ocean. Provide students with discussion questions to consider while analyzing the documents.

Examples of documents might include:

• Pictures of floating islands of plastic

• A table/chart showing rising temperatures in the ocean

• A picture or a newspaper article illustrating the problem of overfishing

• A picture or a newspaper article illustrating the problem of ocean acidification 

issues and propelled me into a different 

dynamic, giving me a real sense of urgency 

about the dangers that make our environ-

ment and the situation of the oceans  

critical. We need to act now, together, to 

try to better understand the mechanisms 

that put our global ocean into danger.  

If we do this, we might gain a new vision 

of the ocean and how we’re intimately  

connected to it. 
On the expedition’s  

multidisciplinary approach

On different legs of the expedition, there 

will be groups of scientists with different 

objectives. For instance, there will be a 

study of seamounts and how they work, 

which isn’t understood very well yet, and 

research on the role of the ocean as a cli-

mate regulator. That kind of approach will 

give us a better understanding globally of 

what the situation is. I’ve got a curious 

mind, and I know that you can’t just look 

at one subject, one part of the equation; 

you have to look at the big picture. Doing that 

by having all these disciplines come together 

will give you a better understanding. 
On why Monaco is taking a leadership  

role in exploration 
It not only has to do with the legacy I 

explained and the legitimacy that comes with 

that but also with trying to establish Monaco 

as part of the international community. Yes, 

we’re a small country and city-state, but we 

can be part of the global effort to try and bet-

ter understand our oceans. We’re not the 

only ones who can do this, or the best ones, 

but we do want to try to play our role. 

The Yersin will be the home base  

for scientists participating in the 

Monaco Explorations expedition.

Learn more about the Monaco Explorations 

vessel Yersin at cangeo.ca/so17/monaco.
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Prince Albert II of Monaco signs 

the #MyOceanPledge, a promise to 

protect UNESCO World Heritage 

marine sites, during his visit to UN 

headquarters in New York in June.

sea on his doorstep but also inherited an 

interest in its health from his great-grandfa-

ther, Prince Albert I of Monaco, considered 

to be one of the fathers of oceanography. 

Here, the prince discusses that family 

legacy, Monaco’s history of conservation 

and how the Monaco Explorations expedi-

tion will help study and maintain the health 

of the world’s oceans. 

On how his family’s legacy inspired 

Monaco Explorations

The vision and legacy of my great-grandfa-

ther, Prince Albert I of Monaco, are still very 

much with us in Monaco today. His articles, 

books and correspondences were well 

known, but his journal, which we recently 

rediscovered, isn’t. Reading his accounts 

and ideas from his different expeditions was 

fascinating. More than 100 years ago he was 

one of the first, to my knowledge, to talk 

about the importance of protecting 

INTERVIEW BY JOHN GEIGER

FFloating islands of plastic. Water tempera-

tures rising. Acidification increasing. 

Rampant overfishing. The world’s oceans 

are in a dire state. And one of the best-

known royals in the world is doing some-

thing about it. 

Initiated by Prince Albert II of Monaco, the 

recently launched Monaco Explorations expe-

dition set sail in July on a three-year, round-

the-world journey to conduct multidisciplinary 

scientific research in nine remote ocean areas. 

With a goal of “reconnecting humanity to the 

sea,” the scientists and crew will circumnavi-

gate the globe aboard the Yersin, a 76-metre 

“clean ship” — a vessel that conforms to 

strict emissions regulations — outfitted with 

six scientific laboratories.

If you’re surprised that the health of the 

world’s oceans is of concern to the prince, 

you shouldn’t be. After all, the monarch of 

the tiny principality on the shores of the 

Mediterranean not only grew up with the 

Monaco’s monarch on his country’s new ocean-
exploration initiative and what he hopes it will accomplish 

terrestrial and marine species and of estab-

lishing parks and reserves at sea or on land. 

His journal showed how there was a real 

concern for what was then known not as 

“the environment” but as nature in general. 

Although he wasn’t scientifically trained, he 

was close to scientists and worked with 

them. He also loved to explore and had a 

curious mind. So that’s a strong legacy.

On how growing up in Monaco shaped his 

outlook about the world’s oceans

Growing up in a Mediterranean country, 

you tend to look out at sea and interact 

with it because it’s right there at your door-

step. I think that — along with the creation 

of my foundation [Established in 2006, the 

Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation is 

dedicated to the protection of the environ-

ment and the promotion of sustainable devel-

opment on a global scale. —ed.] — made 

me more interested in environmental 
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Examples of discussion questions could include:

• What environmental issues do you see in this document?

• Where might this take place?

• What are the possible causes and consequences of this environmental issue?

Each group will have three minutes to analyze the documents and discuss the questions, noting their answers on their 
recording sheet. At the teacher’s signal, the groups will rotate to another document. Once each group has viewed all 
the documents, the teacher will lead a class discussion to explore the various threats to the environment presented in 
the documents.

3. Read the article on Prince Albert II. 

Alone or with a partner, have students read the article on Prince Albert II. As students read, invite them to consider the 
connection between exploration and conservation.

4. Discuss as a whole class the connection between exploration and conservation.

How does exploration promote conservation? Why is this important in today’s society? What are some ways in which 
you can participate in conservation?

Extending Your Geographic Thinking:
Invite students to explore another environment (e.g., forest, lake, wetland) using Google Earth or other tools. If the environment 
is local, take students on a field trip to have a field-based experience. Ask students to identify environmental threats and make a 
plan to promote the conservation of the space.

Possible sources for documents:
• Plastic to outweigh all of the fish in the oceans by 2050 – Canadian Geographic

• National Geographic - Oceans

• Study finds marine heatwaves are becoming more frequent and intense - Canadian Geographic
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was close to scientists and worked with 
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Growing up in a Mediterranean country, 
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RECORDING SHEET – THE BENEFITS OF EXPLORATION

Instructions:
With your group members, view and discuss the photographs and documents at your table. Record your analysis below.

issues and propelled me into a different 

dynamic, giving me a real sense of urgency 

about the dangers that make our environ-

ment and the situation of the oceans  

critical. We need to act now, together, to 

try to better understand the mechanisms 

that put our global ocean into danger.  

If we do this, we might gain a new vision 

of the ocean and how we’re intimately  

connected to it. 
On the expedition’s  

multidisciplinary approach

On different legs of the expedition, there 

will be groups of scientists with different 

objectives. For instance, there will be a 

study of seamounts and how they work, 

which isn’t understood very well yet, and 

research on the role of the ocean as a cli-

mate regulator. That kind of approach will 

give us a better understanding globally of 

what the situation is. I’ve got a curious 

mind, and I know that you can’t just look 

at one subject, one part of the equation; 

you have to look at the big picture. Doing that 

by having all these disciplines come together 

will give you a better understanding. 
On why Monaco is taking a leadership  

role in exploration 
It not only has to do with the legacy I 

explained and the legitimacy that comes with 

that but also with trying to establish Monaco 

as part of the international community. Yes, 

we’re a small country and city-state, but we 

can be part of the global effort to try and bet-

ter understand our oceans. We’re not the 

only ones who can do this, or the best ones, 

but we do want to try to play our role. 

The Yersin will be the home base  

for scientists participating in the 

Monaco Explorations expedition.

Learn more about the Monaco Explorations 

vessel Yersin at cangeo.ca/so17/monaco.
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http://www.cangeoeducation.ca/
cangeoeducation.ca

